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MIGIIATION OF WORKERS SUFFER ON COVID-19 IN INDIA

pr. Ishwar Wagh
Assistant Professor, Smt. Rajkmal Baburao Tidke Mahavidyalaya, Mouda,

Abstract

There are an estimated 139 million migrants in the country, according to the World Economic
Forum. The International Labour Organization (ILO) predicted that due to the pandemic and the
lockdown, about 400 million workers would be poverty-stricken. Most migrants in the state originate from
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, followed by Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh. The cities of Mumbai and Delhi
attract the highest number of migrants. While most men migrate for work, women migrate due to
marriage.

Migrant workers consist majorly of daily-wage labourers working in the manufacturing and
construction industries. They are often denied adequate healthcare, nutrition, housing and
sanitation,”"?) since many of them work in the informal sector. They are mostly from rural areas but live
in cities for work for most of the year. Many have no savings and lived in factory dormitories, which were
shut due to the lockdown. Additionally, there was no central registry of migrant workers, despite the
existence of the Inter-State Migrant Workmen Act, 1979.

According to research published in the Royal Geographical Society, the workers who have been
treated the worst are from areas like Odisha, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh, in which the indigenous
population’s natural resources were extracted by outsiders. Further, workers paid the least for the hardest
work belong to the backward classes, mainly from the Dalit and the Adivasi communities. The research
also indicated that the families of the migrant workers supported them by maintaining their houses and
taking care of them, either when seasonal work is unavailable or when they are no longer able to work.

Maharashtra has the largest number of migrants, according to the 2011 Census of India. Its state
government imposed a lockdown on 20 March in Pune, Pimpri-Chinchwad, the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region and Nagpur, leaving the migrant workers with no work. Thousands then gathered at the train and
bus stations, seeking transport to their hometowns. With the nationwide lockdown, all transport facilities

L PR il s .

were closed.
Key Word:- Covidl9, Pandemic, Migrant Labour,

Introduction :
A migrant worker is a person who either migrates within their home country or outside

it to pursue work. Migrant workers usually do not have the intention to stay permanently in the i

country or region in which they work.
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pedia has been full of stories and images of tens and thousands of migrant workers trying : ! Ir

‘t 1 1 7 H - | 1

5" pack from urban centres to their homes in villages and smaller towns. The National i

Joc _
" r:u;'- gurvey Office (NSSO) and other independent studies indicate that the percentage of
el § self-employed workers in urban areas is over 60% of the workforce.

sal an ) : :
;hut-r;- sections have had the immediate loss of eamings due to the Covid-19-related lockdown

mmmgn 14 September 2020, Labour and Employment Minister Santosh Kumar Gangwar
ated i0 parliament that information collected from state governments indicated an estimated
14} million migrants had attempted to return home as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and
consequent lockdown. He later stufed in Parliament on 15 September 2020 that no data was
paintained On the number of migrants in the country who had either died, or become
semployed, 252 result of the pandemic.

with no work and no money, and lockdown restrictions putting a stop to public
ansport thousands of migrant workers were seen walking or bicycling hundreds of kilometres
(or even more than a thousand kilometres) to go back to their native villages, some with their
fmilies. Many did so while hungry. Social distancing was not possible for these migrants since
fhey travelled together in large groups. According to some of them, they would rather die from
e virus at their own village than starve because of no work in the city.
Many were arrested for violating the lockdown, after being caught at inter-state borders, forests
between states and even on boats to cross rivers, Some of the migrants died of exhaustion. Others
died in accidents on the roads after walking or hiding in vehicles. On 31 March, as many as 120

in Gujarat and forcefully rounded up in a single lorry and
dropped  in Maharashtra, despite being
wounded, In Aurangabad, 16 migrants were killed on 8
May after a freight train ran over them while they were
sleeping on the tracks, exhausted from walking. 26
migrants were killed in an accident between two trucks
amying migrants in Auraiya on 16 May. Later in May, a
I5-year-old girl carried her ailing father on a bicycle for
1,200 kilometres (750 mi) from Bihar to Gurugram over the

migrant workers were allegedly beaten up by the police _ \ T — J]
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Cyeling Federation of India, the

Later in May, despite the launching ol .hl:ll:l.'i-'ﬂ frains ﬂml,h"ﬁu? 1}-.; the Eovern l
migrant workers chose to cither fravel together in I""H‘,: LL”“'I‘-? i c‘"'nﬂal‘ln‘ll'n'“h
trucks and containers, o travel by foot. They did ml.l :.Wlll or Ihf:lir Il;:r; to hnﬂrd'the Lover 1 of
Arranged transport, mainly due to starvation. Additionally, lIIJL}f elt that going back lo .
hometowns, they could return to farming and take up small jobs under the MGNREG;\ e
consumption of mobile and broadband data under I!Immll“:lcl more ‘h“I“ doubled jp Fura ar
In September 2020, Minister of State for Iome AfTairs Nityanand Rai stated that the ey, "
migrant workers had been caused by "panic created by fake news regarding the duragioy
lockdown.

Food Shortage :-

According to government reports, there was enough food grain Stocked ,,.. .
the FCI godowns to feed the poor for at least a year-and-a-half. While government gqp
ensured that the poor would get additional rations due to the lockdown, the distributiq, 5
failed to be effective as the ration cards are area-specific and fair price shops were lar
inaccessible, Additionally, the 'One Nation, One Ration Card' system has been imp
very few states, as of mid April. While the scheme allowed migrant worke
foodgrains for free anywhere across the country, very few were aware of the sche
to this, the scheme also required biometric authentication, which was discontin
of spreading the virus through common fingerprint sensors. In Telangana, man
of the ration due to a lack of Aadhaar cards. As such, many were left without food ang Money
duc to the lockdown. A survey published by ‘The Hindu’ states that 96% migrant workers gig

not get rations from the government, and 90% of them did not receive wages during the
lockdown.
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States reserve jobs for own residents

Even as measures to improve migrant workers' lives have been slow-going, some st&®
have proceeded to reserve jobs for their own residents, in the face of the ongoing econom*
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T n Mareh 2021, the Haryana government notified a law to reserve 75% of private jobs for

ert™ raharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Kamnataka and Andhra Pradesh already have, or
sosed, similar provisions.

le 19 of India’s Constitution allows citizens the fundamental right to frecly migrate

nt anywhere in the country. But domicile-related provisions will restrict

igrant workers and go against the recommendation of a 2017 working

cs rﬂr mi
states must "pro-actively remove domicile provisions in laws relating to work in

jocal pcnplc.
Im\k'l"""] .

Artic
and seck employme
:. ) mnunili

group hat said ;
-n -mcicr.ucd manner .
J But state job reservations apply to formal employment, and since migrant workers

rk in the informal sector, they will be less affected, said Peter. Of around 61 million
d in India over 22 years post-Liberalisation in 1991, 92% were informal jobs.

yment schemes designed like MGNREGS, but without the payment
could provide

mostly WO
jl:'bs creale

Urban emplo
 have marred the central government's marquee rural jobs programme,

rity for the low-skilled urban poor. The government would have to ensure
fully included in the ambit of such schemes, added Varma.

Jelays tha
iobs and income secu
pat migrant workers are purpose

faced by migrant labour
Article 19(1)(e) of the Constitution, guarantees all Indian citizens the right to reside and

it of the territory of India, subject to reasonable restrictions in the interest of the
seneral public or protection of any scheduled tribe. However, people migrating for work face
key challenges including: i) lack of social security and health benefits and poor implementation
of minimum safety standards law, ii) lack of portability of state-provided benefits especially
food provided through the public distribution system (PDS) and iii) lack of access to affordable
housing and basic amenities in urban areas. 2

Poor implementation of protections under the

(ISMW Act)
The ISMW Act provides certain protections for inter-state migrant workers. Labour

contractors recruiting migrants are required to: (i) be licensed, (ii) register migrant workers with
the government authorities, and (iii) arrange for the worker to be issued a passbook recording
their identity. Guidelines regarding wages and protections (including accommodation, free
medical facilities, protective clothing) to be provided by the contractor are also outlined in the
law.

In December 2011, a report by the Standing Committee on Labour observed that registration of
workers under the ISMW Act was low and implementation of protections outlined in the Act
was poor. The report concluded that the Central government had not made any concrete and
fruitful efforts to ensure that contractors and employers mandatorily register the workers
employed with them enabling access to benefits under the Act.

Lack of portability of benefits
Migrants registered to claim access to bencfits at one location lose access upon

?égmlion to a different location. This is especially true of access to entitlements under the
S. Ration card required to access benefits under the PDS is issued by state governments and

Jssucs

settle in any pa

Inter-State Migrant Workmen Act, 1979
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i i . i 47%.' In 2015, the Mip:
Lack of affordable housing and D2s%" orion is 477 1D the Minjgy,
The proponion of migrants 1B wroznd pﬁ;.g,q gr225 25 the largest population
Housing 2nd Urban Affzirs  deptified MIZF J;Ii_ifu;o'-’*"iﬁzmrﬁ gwnership and rents] 2
ing in citi - inadequate SBPPY O 7 g ume. The Prime M g
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options. This leads to the spread o1 1 1, the economucally “m%?ﬂd

heme 10 DEP

Yojana (PMAY) is 2 centrel government =5 e yunder 2 scheme includes: j) Shey
low-income group &ccess hﬂusin‘g 5551:;2—*:: i) cubsidies up to Rs 1.5 lakh g5 ¢
rehabilitation, i) subsidised credit 17 hcr:'rii; '+ rir own 2nd iv) increasing availabigy, ?ﬂ*:f
isting bot i : —
construct a new house or enfizncé EXISUng - . <ector. Since housing is a state g
affordable housing units in partnership ok iﬁaP; ‘Edi#_b?“bouiinz.: -
; s = wards affordznie =
there is variation in zpproach Ofsﬁi mizrznt lzbour during the lockdown

Steps taken by the government with
During the lockdown, several inter-5122 ©
to the suspension public transport faciliues.

migrants stzred walking towards their home Szt

on foot. Subsequently, buses 2nd Shramik s;»eaﬂl lraﬂb ‘F-_m E::u;w:ﬂdbﬁ the cenrg
government subject to coordination berween smfﬁ.[s]‘* ! Berween May mj;ﬂe 3, e
than 58 lakh migrants were trznsported through specially 'Uper-.'aiﬁd E‘«':*.Ins 1 lakh e
transported by road. Measures taken by the government 0 aid migrants include-

Transport: ) ) :
On March 28. the cenmal government authorised stztes to use the S}mg Disastzr
10 traveling migrants. States were 2dvised 1o setip

Response Fund to provide accommodation :
relief camps zlong highways with medical facilities to ensure people stay in these camps whil:

the lockdown is in place. .
In an order issued on April 29, the MinisTy of Home Affairs allowed states to co-ordinzz

individually to transport —migrants using buses. On May 1, the Indm
Railways resumed passenger movement (for the first time since March 22) with Shramik Special
trains to facilitate movement of migrants stranded outside their home state. Berween May | and
June 3, Indian Railways operaied 4,197 Shramik wains transporting more than 38 lakh
migrants. Top states from where Shramik trains originated are Gujarat and Maharashira 2nd
states where the trains terminated are Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.[5] Note that these trends largely
correspond to the migration patterns seen in the 2011 census data

Food distribution:

On April 1, the Ministry of Health and Family Affairs directed state governments 10
operate relief camps for migrant workers with arrangements for food, sanitation and medica]
services. On May 14, under the second tranche of the Aatma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyasn, ¢
Finance Mmlslerannuunced that free food grains would be provided to migrant workers who do
not have 2 ration card for two months. The measure is expected to benefit eight crore migraol
workers and their families. The Finance Minister also announced that One Nation One Rati®
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will be il"P'“_“m““d by Mﬂmt‘ 2021, to provide portable benefits under the PDS. This will
gllow access to ration frcf-m any Fair Price Shop in India.
i{mlsi”% The Aatma erb'hm Bharat Abhiyaan also launched a scheme for Affordable Rental
Housing Complexes for Migrant Workers and Urban Poor to provide affordable rental housing
units under PMAY. The scheme proposes to use existing housing stock under the Jawaharlal
<ehru National Urban Housing Mission (JaNURM) as well as incentivise public and private
- enciesto construct new affordable units for rent. Further, additional funds have been allocated
f;ﬂhg credit linked subsidy scheme under PMAY for middle income group.
Financial aid: Some state governments (like Bihar, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh) announced
one-time cash transfers for returning migrant workers. UP government announced the provision
of maintenance allowance of Rs 1,000 for returning migrants who are required to quarantine.
\hat a better migration policy would look like :

Migration scholars and activists interviewed by IndiaSpend suggested the following
measures to ensure a robust migrant policy:
All migrant workers, along with informal workers must be covered by universal,
portable social protection schemes.
Employers must be held accountable for the work conditions they provide.
Labour laws should not be onerous, must be enforced strictly, and must make remedial
justice accessible for migrant workers.
Policy reforms should focus on building up adequate infrastructure and resources,
including human resources, to implement welfare measures across state and central

L'ilni

departments.
Urban employment schemes to support the urban poor must include migrant workers.

Needs of vulnerable groups such as migrant women and children must be addressed.

Reference:
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SELF - RELIANT INDIA (ATMANIRBHAR BHARAT) : OPPORTUNITIES
AND CHALLENGES

= n.l

‘ot tima a3 [; ndh's | 5,.33511 Movement, Lghnar;;a Tilak's Chatusutri, Self-reliance objective of

® year plan, Protection Trade Policy, Make in India, De-globalisation etc. Seif-reliant means
S.-.'s."z .‘::: Ehnpmﬁt’nw‘s in crucial ime. ;r*thma i5an impurtantmntfnrmeupﬁnmnuseuf

Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan or Seif-refiant India campaign is the vision of new India envisaged
by the Honble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. On 12 May 2020, our PM raised a clarion call to the
nstion g g a lick-start to the Atmanirbhar Bharst Abhiyasn (Seff-refiant India campaign) and
announcad the Special economic and comprehansive package of INR 20 lakh crores - equivalent to 10%
of Indis’'s GDP - to fight COVID-19 pandemicin India.

The aim is to meke the country 2nd its citizens independent and self-refiant in all senses. He
further outined five pliars of Astms Nirbhar Bharet — Economy, Infrastructure, System, Vibrant
Demography and Damand. Finance Minister further announces Government Reforms and Enablers
across Saven Sectors under Astmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan.

The government took seversl bold reforms such as Supply Chain Reforms for Agniculture,
Rational Tax Systems, Simple & Clear Laws, Capable Human Resource and Strong Financial System.
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